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knowledge orgamically as humans do, by
having experiences and reabiry. but use a
comhnanon of data immortabiry and com-
puning rephcabibiry 1o rake over biological
intelhgence

There s no denying the fact that Al and
immersive media will permeate sociery,
blurring the boundaries between the real
and the virtual while unleashing sizmficant
new risks to our privacy, autonomy, and
even ourdentity. Not faris the nme when
the majority of our daily interacnions wall
not be with other people but with AL 1f we
are not already there. While unfolding 12
mificant features of the technological wave
of intelbgence, Suleyman enlists several
critical aspects that huld the potennial to
amphify the fragiliry of human survis
al —with the power to destroy us as well
However. the techpreneur-author remains

DECCAN HERALD
Sunda v .
December 10 2023

In his new book,
techpreneur-author
Suleymanurges the
world to collectively

tackle the ‘containment
challenge’ posed by Al
beforeitis too late, says

| i [ I
L e - - L RN

]
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: s1t has been during the previous techno-
~ ' logical waves — steam, mechanical and fuel

Opttmstic,
automation — there remains both denial and Persuasive roadmap
stoicism about the coming wave of Artificial
Intelligence (AI). Will the new wave be useful

ordangerous, or both? While there are scep-
nes who argue that the power of Al has been
overestimated, there are others who believe

1t will accelerate unprecedented human pro-
gress. Geoffrey Hinton, known as the father of
Al,1s wormied that aruficial brains may indeed
transcend human limits. As the boundaries
between the real and the virtual fast disappear,

Global hving condmions may be berter today
than atany nmen the past, vet thereis a lot
to be achieved The book cautions rthat even
in best-case scenarios, the coming wave

will be an immense shock to the svstems
govermng societies. The questuon worth
exploringis whether the nanon-states are in
any shape to meet the challenges ahead. De-
climing public trust. msing inequahty, and 2

technology 1s indeed expanding what it means
to be human.

Each technological wave in the last 100
vears did change the world despite Luddie
protests, named after amythical figure
called Ned Ludd. who had challenged the
automation of textile manufacturing. The

warming chmarte are unhikels to absorb the
destabihising force of the wave. The essennal
challenge. the author argues. 1s to maintain
control over powerful technologies

Alis notonly atechnology but a way of
future hife that is hard 1o imagine and com

indeed expanding

whatitmeansto prehend. No wonder, following the release
i behuman,says of GPT-4. thousands of Al sciennsts called
pain and disruption industrial workers theauthor. PicForR  for a s1x-month moratorum on further
faced then were real, but so were the im- e —— REPRESENTATIONAL
simw e miromen  Provements in living standards that have

eI

—as s

THE COMING
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ensured our cushy lives, which we take for
granted today. The proliferation of tech-
nology in waves has been the story of Homo
rechnologicus ever since, but Suleyman'’s
concernis whatif the wave turns out to be
atsunami? With Al fast outperforming all
human cognitive abilities, the unprecedent-
ed opportumines on offer hold dangerous
consequences too.

The basic premise for any technological
progressis to enrich our lives, and that has
broadly been the case thus far, However, ar-
uficialinteligence and synthetic biology are
two general-purpose technologies whose

scope of impact still remains understated.
Given that these technologies hyper-evolve
with anincreasingly autonomous asymmet-
ricimpact, they generate powerful incen-
tives for geopolitical competition with mas-
sive linancial rewards but without a strong
regulatory mechanism. The consequences
of Al-powered automated wars, bio-en-
gmeered pandemics, and technological
authoritarianism have already been put into

practice. A founder of two Al companies,
Suleyman stresses the compelling need for
‘contaiming’ uncontainable technologies
because our species is not wired to grapple
with technological transformation at this

scale, letalone the potenual of technology to
belittle and fail us.

Power to destroy

The Coming Wave is an absolutely clear,

PURPOSE OMLYY

scamlessly compassionate, and immensely
powerful listing of the most consequennal
1ssues of our imes, Behind technological
breakthroughs have been people but not
anymore as Al has taken over people in the
present scheme of things. Think of Open
AISGPT models which are brainlike as
they involve billions of artificial neurons,

profoundly different from the human bramn.

The aruficial neural nets don't acqunre

research on the most powerfuel Al models
Despite debates and discussions on the
emerging possibihities of AL rarely anythang
15 heard about contamning it Sulevman
makes a compelling case for policvmakers
and secunity experts to address the ‘contan-
ment challenge by developing a regulatory
framework for Al that works well in places
asdwerse as the Netherlands and Nicara
gua, New Zealand and Nigeria. The Coming
Wave provides a much-needed perspective
on the potennally antnicipated and vet disas-
trous consequences of Al The easy-to-read
book works like a persuasive roadmap for

contaiming the technology rather than to be
contamed inu
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‘GenAl has made artificial

intelligence very consumable’

‘Al to free up humans from repetitive tasks, so that they can focus on domain knowledge'

T HE future with Al and
the future of Al are two
<oy guestions haunting
CUSTVOne as we see artifi

intelligence (Al)
seo o into every aspect of
lice Ir an interaction with
I 'mak " Tondal of New Indi
ah i <, Geeta Gurnani.

L thnology officer, IBM

it < ovs Generative Al has

very consumable and
casy for evervbodv
dited excerpt:

“hioro s Al heading?
| Al is at a Netscape mo-
111 what probably Netscape
' to the Internet, that it made
it very consumable and easy
for evervone. | think Al has
come to that point, thanks to
Generative Al. Al was not new,
we were using it. I have been
part of the Al journey from
2015 onwards. So, 1 can say we
are in that Netscape moment
of Al where people can lever-
age Al to do and drive a lot
more efficiencies in the way we
work and operate.

I would say it has become
very real for enterprises how
thev leverage and evervbody is
looKing to see how we can lev-
erage in every part of my busi-
ness to largely drive the effi-
ciency part of it. Revenue is
still a second pillar. The first
pillar still remains cost optimi-
zation and efficiency.

Will Al grow bigger than
human intelligence?

As a philosophy. we are saying
that the purpose of AI will al-
ways stay as augmenting hu-
man intelligence; it's never go-
ing to replace humans. Al will
nelp free up humans from do-
ing repetitive mundane tasks,
s0 that a business user can use
their business domain knowl-
edge rather than doing some
administrative tasks. It is clear
that itwill impact humans and
digital labour, but it will free
up Individuals to do a more
meaningful job, which is where
vou probably need human in-
telligence to come in. We do not
see Al replacing humans.

Can you elaborate on data
governance and its signifi-
cance in the age of Al?
With my own experience deal-
ing with a lot of enterprises
and customers, | would say eve-
rvbody is aware that data gov-
ernance is a critical piece. It
has become more critical in the
.n Al journey because now
Er:u are Jusing the data used to
irain the models that are 1o
MOorrow going to ma}r.e the de-
cisions. If your data is not right
and governed, it will be more
like garbage in garbage out,
i1 will become critical be-
cause when you use data out-
side of your own enterprise
data, you need to be really clear
about the sources and what are
the copyrights for each of those
spurces of data. So, data gov-
ernance will become extremely
urniportant because the founda-
non of Al models is data. If we
Aot govern that part, we will
Usred up i a situation where Al

: S -

o T

|
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We feel Al is at a Netscape moment, what probably
Netscape did to the Internet, that it made it very
consumable, very easy for everybody. | think Al has come
to that point thanks to Generative Al

will not give us the outcome we
would expect.

At what levels can we have
governance?

Let’'s move from the data to the
Al governance part of it. There
are five areas where govern-
ance needs to ensure that you
are leading an ethical Al prac-
tice in an organisation. That
ethical Al will need five things.
First is explainability, which is
complete transparency on how
the model arrived at a particu-
lar decision point. If we don'’t
know how the decision was
made then it is a challenge.

The second area is fairness,
means properly calibrating the
training and data so that Al
assists in making fair
choices and it doesn't
oive a biased choice to
somebody. Hence, the -/
training data should 4
not be biased.

The third is robust-
ness, which indicates that
systems need to be robust in
terms of securily since these
are critical training and data
systems that people are operat-
ing. If we don't put security
guardrails around it, we are at
a risk of leaking the data or
somebody changing the train
ing data itself.

The fourth is transparency,
which is designing the model
in a way that it supports trans-
parency. Atany point in time if
| want to know how much bias
mv model has right now, be-
cause there will always be a
factor of bias.

And the fifth one is privacy,
means you need to be absolute-
v clear that when you are even

‘

v
A ¢

e

using consumer data, you are
maintaining their privacy and
leveraging their data.

Who should govern data
and at what levels should
it be governed?
I will say it’s at a very initial
stage, but as a client zero, be-
cause we also use Al in a lot of
our own products, we have our
own IBM Ethics Board, which
is outside of every business
unit and is as a central, cross-
disciplinary body to support a
culture of ethical, responsible
and trustworthy Al throughout
IBM. Once you source data you
need to run some checks and
balances to check if there is
any hate language or pro-
fanity in it.

The ethics board
generally stays at a
top level in the organi-
sation and the legal
teams should also be a

part. The most impor-
tant part is the element of
the cultural change in the or-
ganisation at an enterprise
level where everybody needs to
be sensitised right from top to
bottom on ethical Al apd the
role everybody plays in it.

Who should Al

be explainable to?

Anybody can ask for explaina-
bility as an authority. For ex-
ample, if my loan application
gets rejected and it was the ba-
sis of the decision of Al [filea
complaint with the bank. The
bank should check internally
why the application was reject-
ed. It can be initiated by any-
body, but there will be a team in
every organisation that could

e even part of the ethics board
itself saving that there 1s a
complaint against decisinns
made using the Al Thev can
ask for an audit repart and all
decision points on which this
decision was made

How well prepared are the
regulators in respective
industry sectors?

I would say it is very hard to
comment right now hercause
we are yet to see a real one com-
ing out. [ think each one of
them right now are working to-
wards it. A lot of organisations
have not productionised these
use cases, they are experiment-
ing for now. They are doing
these use cases where risk is
low, which means for internal
use cases - for HR, for IT sup-
port that are not consumer fac-
ing right now. [n the absence of
governance, I see that people
are not comfortable to produc-
tionise it straight away.

Is data privacy creating
constraints in terms of
developing those Al

models internally?

I would say data is not being
the blocker here because in the
enterprise context, they large-
ly use their own data. But what
people are sceptical about is
that certain foundation models
in GenAl are built on open data
available in the public domain.
The hesitation is that people do
not have a data lineage of that
model which they are using
from outside. They need this
tool to give them complete
transparency on where the
data in this model was sourced
and if it is governed or not.
The confidence level is low
right now because of these
models which are built on pub-
lic domain data points.

Has there been any kind
talks within the industry
to create trust in the data
that are used for building
Al models?

There have been conversations
in the industry for sure be-
cause everybody is realising
that scaling is not happening
as enterprises are not able to
scale adequately with people
using data in bits and pieces.
At an industry collaboration
level, open-source communi-
ties like Hugging Face are talk
ing about it but l don’t have any
formal visibility in terms of
what is the road map of indus
try bodies to come together and
solve this.

What is the next stage
where Al can help in
revenue generation?

It's a matter of practical appli-
cation. The domain and appli-
cability still remain more onto
the overall back-office automa-
tion and outcome part of it.
But a lot of media and content
is getting generated by GenAl,
and people will certainly use
content generation as a key use
case to iinprovise customer ex-
perience and eventually in-
crease the revenue wallet with

customers.
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Coprafarmerson slippery ground

Subsidised import of_ palm oil,

lack of govt procurement
Key causes

'_"——--—- _

VARSHA GOWDA
BENCALURU, DHNS:

rices of copra have taken a nosedive in
the state. falling by about 50% in the
past fourto five months.

This drastic reduction, farmers and ex-
perts say, is the result of a lack of govern-
ment intervention to rein in the increased
import of palm oil at subsidised rates and
the government's failure to procure copra
to stabilise prices.

Karnataka is the third largest producer
of coconuts in the country after Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

Growing districts

India produces 34% of the world’s supply of
coconuts. A majority of farmers in Tumaku-
ru, Hassan and Mandya and a significant
portionin Chitradurga, Mandya, Udupi and
Dakshina Kannada districts are dependent
on coconut cultivation for livelihood.

The non-stop import of palm oil has im-
pacted coconut growers, say farmers and
experts.

This hasled to adecline indemand for tra-
ditional oilseeds like sunflower, safflower and
groundnut, apart from copra. _

In fact, a study over a 15-year period be-
tween 2005 and 2021 showed that the area
under oilseeds had declined by 14.65 lakh
hectares in the state. _

Siddeshprasad, a coconut farmer in Tu-

makuru, explains the impact of the plunge
IN prices.

Bigslump

“The price fell from Rs 14,000 per quintal a
couple of months ago to Rs 7,700 now. The
cost to produce aquintal of copra, including
cultivation and transportation, comes to Rs
9,000. We are operating at a loss.” he says.

Siddeshprasad has cultivated coconut
trees on 5 acres of land and the sale of copra
constitutes his primary income.

Adropin prices of this magnitude has not
occurred in the recent past, according to
Ramesh, a coconut farmer from Tovinakere.

“Iffarmers have additional commirments,
forinstance a vehicle oreducationloan, how
are they supposed to survive?” he says.

“In 2018, the price of coprawas around Rs
14,000. This price was stagnant for several
years after that, even though labour wages
and cultivation costs had surged over the
period,” he said.

Causes
Traders, Siddeshprasad says, have been
citing a reduction in demand for copra in
cooking.

Additionally, ball copra, the variety com-
monly grown in Karnataka, is not common-
ly used to produce coconut ail, according to
Prakash Kammardi, professor and head of
the department of agricultural economics
atthe University of Agricultural Sciences.

In fact, Karnatakaaccounts for 65% of the
total production of ball copra in the country.

In the past, ball copra was thought to be a
safer bet. However, when weather conditions
vary, moisture could collect inside the shell
of ball copra, affecting the yield.

There is a fall in demand for ball copra
used in cooking food, according to traders.
Thefallindemand can be expected following

cooking is another reason for the
plummeting prices.

thefestival season, but thisisnotthe only rea-
son behind the reduction in prices of copra
inthe state,

Kammardi explains that to improve the
conditions of coconut farmers and to pro-
vide price stabilisation, an intervention in
procurement is necessary.

To start with, even though copra prices
have fallen by 50%, procurements by the na-
tional-level farmers co-operative marketing
organisation (NAFED) have stopped.

‘Govts failing growers’
Rameshexplains thatinsuch crises, “moving
fasttostabilise pricesisthe key. Both the state
and central governments are failing us.”
Under the current process of procure-
ment, the state government needs to prove
a fall in prices in the markets at the district
level. NAFED then approves procurement
orders, with union government funding.
“The processis long and as a result, price
stabilisation is not happening in nme. The
state government should have a say in flag-

aspricesfall 50%in 5 months

ging price drops and intervening,” he says.

Edible oil pricing

Anekatte Vishwanath of the Coconut Grow-
ers Association feels that the prices of copra
areinextricably linked with edible oil pricing.
“Theimportof palmoil has had a major effect
on coconut growers,” he says.

In fact, India is the largest importer of
palm oil in the world. Due to its wide availa-
bility and cheap rates, an official in the agri-
culture departmentexplains, it has outcom-
peted coconut oil in even regions where the
latter had a stronghold.

Regional import mandates through
SAARC have also made palm oil import un-
avoidable.,

India’s palm oil imports jumped 29.21%
to 90.8 lakh tonne in the first 11 months of
the ongoing 2022-23 oil year, compared with
the year-earlier period. with RBD Palmolein
shipments rising fast, posing a serious threat
to domestic refimers, industry body Solvent
Extractor’s Association of India said recently.

“Badimport policy combined with delayed
procurement and price stabilisation has led
to thisscenaro,” says Kammardi.

Diversification

To find a solution to high input costs,
Vishwanath has been long advocating that
farmers sell about 30-40% of their yield in
the tender coconut stage.

“Another 30% can be sold as coconuts.
Farmers should make sure that they are
selling less than 30% of the yield in the form
of copra,” says Vishwanath,

Value addition is also lacking, according
toan official in the agriculture department.

“The government can think of introducing
machines to deshell coconuts (already in the
market). We should think of ways of reducing
farmers’input costs.” he says.
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On a day when India’s player pool caught the eye, Kashvee & Vrinda snapped up for big money

GOMESH § @Chennal

IN the lead-up to the mini auc-
tion, the talks were inevitably
about who would be most expen-
sive player and how far teams
would go with the purse. The
names that were discussed in-
cluded overseas stars Shabnim
Ismail, Chamari Athapaththu,
Danni Wyatt, Annabel Suther-
land and so on. There was a very
valid reason for it.

However, as it is often the case,
the auction in Mumbai on Satur-
day threw a bit of a surprise.
Australia all-rounder Suther-
lq.nd was the joint-most expen-
sive plaver, with Delhi Capitals
signing her for Z2 crore, but join-
ing her was a young, up and
coming pacer from Chandigarh
— Kashvee Gautam — as Gu-
jarat Giants spent the same
amount.

"The name will ring a bell. She
was the same pacer who took all
ten wickets in an innings against
Arunachal Pradesh in an U-19
Qhe—Da}' meet three years ago.
In the time since, Kashvee has
come a long way as she got her
maiden India-A call-up and
bowled well in the recent series
against England A. While she
was always going to be signed,
the battle to secure her services
between Royal Challengers, Gi-
ants, UP Warriorz was some-
thing to watch.

“After Sutherland and Kashvee
came Vrinda Dinesh, an aggres-
sive Karnataka batter who was
rxpected to get picked, and the
contest was between UP and GG
before the former signed her for
+ 1.3 crores.

Two Indian uncapped players
. getting signed for more than a
~ore is something no one would
have-had on their auction bingo.
If this came as a surprise, what
came as a shock was Chamari
not getting picked. The Sri Lan-
La captain was also ignored by
The Hundred. In the WBBL, she
was not signed initially, but
came on as injury replacement
ud finished as the Player of the
Tournament. While it seemed
ke they did not want to get into
abidding war early on, Chamarl
was expected to comeback in an
acrelerated auction, but that
*asn't the case. India interna-
"onal Devika Vaidya also did

01 pet a team in the auction.

rmer West Indies all-rounder

“ra Dottin also did not
But there were a few
s1gnings like Phoebe

Twouncapped "\
players bring
crore values

Litchfield (Z1 crore to GG), Dan-
ni Wyatt (T30 lakh for UPW),
Georgia Wareham (240 lakh for
RCB), Kate Cross (T30 lakh for
RCB). ICC Associate Cricketer
of the past decade Kathryn
Bryce became the first Scotland
player to get a chance as she was
signed by Giants for 10 lakh.
While the auction was an indica-
tion of how teams operate —
while DC (Sutherland) and
Mumbai (Ismail) went all out for
their target — RCB bid for only
few players and got them — it
also said something else. With
the number of players who were
not picked, there could be scope
for at least one more team or an
increase in purse for next year.

However, the bottom line of
this auction was one thing. It is
about the number of lives the
tournament has already
changed. Take the case of Kera-
la all-rounder S Sajana, who has
been toiling in the domestic cir-
cuit for more than a decade. She
has captained'the state, played
the challengers on several occa-
sions. She has had to struggle to
stay in sport. Sajana was speech-
less when she was signed by
Mumbai for Z15 lakh. “I don't
think I would have earned this
much in playing all these years,”
she said. “When you are playing
for these many years, it 1s the op-
portunity that matters more.
Playing for India has been my
life's dream. In the past, there
have been occasions where |
didn’t get chances despite doing
well, but I kept faith and now I
have got'a chance,” she added.

Sajana isn’t alone, Gouher
Sultana has been playing senior
domestic cricket since mid 2000s.
The 35-year-old left-arm spinner
has played for several teams, in-
cluding India, and is a household
name among the playvers. She
will be showing all her experi-
ence in for UPW. Similarly, an-
other experienced left-arm spin-
ner Ekta Bisht, after a good
domestic season, was snapped
by RCB and Veda Krishna-
murthy will be playing for GG.
After giving it all for the sport, it
seems fitting for them to get a
chance at this stage. To summa-
rise, despite the unpredictability
and the chaos, this auction was
a representation of the good
health and the abundant player
pool in the country. The rise of
youngsters on one side, and the
value of experience on the other.
Now, there is only one direction
to go — upwards.

WOMEN'S
PREMIER
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TOP KEY PLAYERS MISSING OUT
SIGNINGS e C Athapaththu }; Total number
% of players
% 2 cr » D Valdya signed In the auction
« D Dottin F 9D IE .-
Sutherland (DC) A - 4 1 A,}; 75
' ' Total money spent
? 2 cr e AJ Wellington  in the auction
Kashvee (GG)
Vrinda (UPW)
Ismail (MI)
Litchfield (GG)

UPW: Healy, Anjall, Deeptl, Grace, Kiran,
Lauren, Laxml, Parshavl, Rajeshwarl,
Yashasrl, Shweta, Ecclestone, Tahlla,
Wyatt, Vrinda, Thakor, Poonam, Gouher

MI: Amanjot, Amelia, Chloe, Harmanpreet,
Hayley, Humalraa, Wong, Jintimani, Natalle,
Pooja, Prlyanka, Salka, Yastlka, ismaill,
Amandeep, Sajana, Fatima, Keerthana

GG: Gardner, Mooney, Hemalatha, Harleen,
Laura, Shabnam, Sneh, Tanuja, Litchfield,
Meghna, Trisha, Kashvee, Priya, Lauren,
Kathryn, Mannat, Veda, Tarannum

DC: Capsey, Arundhatl, Jemimah, Jonassen,
Laura, Marizanne, Lanning, Minnu, Poonam,
Radha, Shafali, Shikha, Sneha, Tanlyaa,
Titas, Sutherland, Aparna, Ashwani

RCB: Smritl, Asha, Disha, Perry, Heather,
Indrani, Kanika, Renuka, Richa, Shreyanka,
Devine, Wareham, Coss, Bisht, Shubha,

KALYANI MANGALE @ Chennai

EVEN before Kashvee Gautam
went unsold in the first auction
earlier this year, her coach
Nagesh Gupta had a message for
the youngster. “I told her, ‘your
name getting shortlisted is a big
achievement in itself. If you get
selected, well and good, if you
don’t, keep working harder’. Ek
na ek din ho jayega. (It will hap-
pen one day).” In less than 10
months, Gupta’s heartbeats
were through the roof when Gu-
jarat Giants, UP Warriorz
and Royal Challengers
Bangalore were involved
In a tussle for the un-
capped 20-year-old, who
ended up with a pay- F
check of 2 crore
from Gujarat.
“Atone time, they
stopped at around
270 lakhs, and it
was tense,” Gupta
told this daily. “We
were hoping for her
to get selected, but
the amount she re-
ceived is life-chang-
Ing for Kashvee. An-
nabel Sutherland
was the only other
player to see multi-
ple franchises vie

am sure she will learn a lot and
grow more. I must say, Gujarat
have got a hardworking player,”
the proud coach added.

Their journey as mentor and
mentee started in 2017 when one
of Gupta’s friends suggested he
look after this talented 14-year-
old pacer. “When I saw her play
in the first few days, she looked
like an exciting prospect. She
could swing the ball naturally
and from that day [ knew she
would go a long way. Even as a
young player, she was able to
generate inswing because of

her natural action, but there
were issues with accuracy, line
and length. We worked on it
and I could see her mature
as a bowler. If vou look
at her wickets in the
domestic season, they
are mostly bowled or
LLBW. Last season,
she was not able to
generate that
much swing. She
came back,
worked hard
and now that
inswinger

has become a

lethal weapon
for her;,” Gupta
added.

That has
for a player like worked wonders
this; she is one of the throughout the do-

more established play-
ers. And getting this
as an uncapped play-
er is just surreal. |

Kashvee
Gautam

mestic season where
she took 12 wickets in
E‘Q the senior women's T20
“a> Trophy and five wick-

Meghana, Simran, Molineux.

PR L R R, IS L T - e

Kashvee’s hard work, t

el T DT R

alent pays o

ets in the only match she played
for the North Zone in the inter-
zonal T20 trophy. In 2023, she has
represented India in the Emerg-
ing Asia Cup and recently India
A in the three-match series
against England A, Gupta be-
lieves that prepared the young-
ster for tougher challenges.
“Those matches were eye-open-
ing. After playing that standard
of cricket, she realised she need-
ed to keep pushing to be a better
player. That's the best thing
about her. She wants to learn,
even when she is performing
her best or she is at her lowest. I
think it is the most important
part of a plaver's journey that
they should keep learning.
That's the trifecta any coach
wants, right? Hard work, talent
and curiosity.”

Gupta knows that's what
makes her one of the best play-
ers in the country. In Amanjot
Kaur, his other mentee, who was
part of the champions Mumbai
Indians squad and has played a
handful of games for the senior
national team, Gautam has a
role model to look up to. “They
started together at my academy
in 2017 and since then they have
pretty much practiced together.
They keep motivating each oth-
er. When you look at someone
you have played with represent-
ing India, it's a different kind of
motivation. Something like if
Aman can go at that level, 'l can
do that as well"."”

Full story: newindlanexpress.com




Protean litmus test for
young Indians

Suryakumar’s men
will be keen to make
a strong case ahead
of the T20 World Cup

v

DURBAN, PTI

young Indian outfit will
be asked tough ques-
ions, answers to which
might not be readily available,
when they face a sturdy South
African side in a three-match
T20 International starting
here on Sunday.

Withinjured skipper Hardik
Pandya out till the start of IPL,
lead pacer Jasprit Bumrah
taking a break and not much
clarity over Virat Kohliand Ro-
hitSharma’s T20I futureahead
of the World Cup in June, one
wouldn’t be able to read much
into either success or failure of
the team in South Africa.

A clearer picture about In-
dia’s core for the T20 show-
piece would only emerge after
a month of cash-rich IPL., with
form and fitness at that point
being the criteria for selection.

Suryakumar Yadav led side
beat Australia 4-1 on fabulous
batting tracks athome buteven
the most partisan Indian fan
would agree that there was so
much less at stake in a series

Captain Suryakumar Yadav and the rest of his young Indian
brigade will be put to the test in South African conditions
whenthe T20l series gets underway at Durban. arp

that was held within 72 hours
of the World Cup.

Australia’s core bowling at-
tackwasrested and some of the
seniors were so tired that they
left for home after the third
game, having spent almost
nine weeks in India.

The South Africa series in
that context is the last big in-
ternational T20 series that In-
dia play followed by one against
Afghanistan in mid-January.

Eoven with their pace bowl-
Ing mainstays, Kagiso Rabada
(rested) and Anrich Nortje and
Lungi Ngidi injured, the Pro-
teas at home will be more than
a handful

India are carrying 17 play-
ers for the T20 series and only
three of them -- Shreyas lver,
Mukesh Kumar and I[shan Kis-
hanarealso partofthe 50-over
format.

Teams: Incdia Suryakumar Yadav () Yas
hasvi Jaiswal, Shubman Gill Rutura; Caik
wad, Tilak Varma, Rinku Singh. Shrevas
lyer, Ishan Kishan (wk). Jitesh Sharma
(wk). Ravindra Jadeja (VO), Washington
Sundar. Ravi Bishnoi Kuldeep Yaday, Ar
shdeep Singh. Mohd Sira) Mukesh Kumar
Deepak Chahar

Ssouth Africa Aiden Markram (¢). Ottniel
Baartman, Matthew Breetzke Nandre
Burger Gerald Coetzee (1st and 2ndT20ls)
Donovan Ferreira, Reeza Hendricks. Marco
Jansen (1stand 2nd T201s) Heinrich
Klaasen. Keshav Maharaj, David Miller
Andile Phehlukwayo, Tabraiz Shamsi,
Tristan Stubbs, and Lizaad Williams
Match startsat 7:30 pm IST.
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Bournemouth humble United after Liverpool complete come-from-behind win

2
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AGENCIES @ Wancnests

I'!-LJ:.‘Q'“HE,‘-?TFF United suffered

an en rrassing 3-0 gefeat
&ﬁ:im:s. ::-.*- urnemouth on Sarur
dav as the pressure mounted ol
beleaguered boss Erik rten Hag

—_

Lrnited. ial J_\.."'L;i‘?l...;_;-_. in SIXTI

oAl

place. have already endured seb
eral painfu! moments 1n 2 trou
bled season but this was thelr
lowest ehb as lowlv Bourne
mouth ran riot. Goals from Do
minic Solanke, Philip B:EL:L
and ."-.m:mr.@ Senes] gave Bourne

mouth their first ever win at
Old Trafford

In the earlier match. Moham-
ad Salah scored his 200th goal
for Liverpool before Harvey El-
'.1:_'-**1- last-gasp winner sealed a
..... amatic 2-1 victory against
Crvstal Palace Jurgen Klopp's
side were in danger of a damag-
ing defeat in the title race after
Jean-Philippe Mateta's penalty
put Palace ahead in the second

half at Selhurst Park

But Pzlace’s Jordan Avew

was sent ofl with 15 minutes lefi

Scores (Premler League): Crystal
Palace I-2 Liverpool, Wolves 1-1 Notting-
ham Forest, Brightan 1-1 Burnley, Shef-
field United 1-0 Brentford, Manchester
United -3 Bournermouth

and Liverpool took full advan-
tage to erase a previously splut-

tering performance with a blis-
tering finale.

Salah's 14th goal this term
made him the fifth player to
score 200 for Liverpool in all
competitions after lan Rush

f 5
.*".Il"'l'hh H.mr *—d

Lt it

Buurnemuuth playe:s telehrate a goal agamst Man Umted on Saturddy | arp

(346), Roger Hunt (285), Gordon
Hodgson (241) and Billy Liddell
(228). In his 247th Premier
League appearance, the Egypt
star also reached 130 goals in
the competition, mclhdmg twWo
scored for Chelsea, putting him
in the all-time top-10 list level
alongside Michael Owen.

Despite Salah's landmark, a
point would have been a disap-
pointing result for Liverpool,
but voung midfielder Elliott
came off the bench to seal the
points in stoppage time.

Bayern ship five

Bavern Munich suffered a jolt
to their title defence, losing
their first league game of the
season 5-1 in Frankfurt and
handing Baver Leverkusen the
chance to open a six-point lead
at the top of the Bundesliga.

Real held

In La Liga, Real Betis held Real
Madrid 1-1. Jude Bellingham
had opened the scoring for the
visitors but Aitor Rubal restored
parity 24 minutes from time.
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fortmight ago. at the ghtzy Yas Manna circunt,
Max Verstappen brought the curtams down
onan unbehevable Formula One seasonthat
will certamly go down in history as one of the
muost dommant performances ever seen. It

was the seasan where the 26-vear-old Red Bull
drver proved, bevond doubt. that he indeed is
aonce-m-a-generaton talent like his Mercedes
compentor Lewis Hanulton, and s perfectly on
coursetocreate alegacy of his own

Turbo-charged after back-to-back world
championships, the Dutchman., blessed with a
car that was a cut above the rest, operated on
a different level altogether, combimuing innate
speed. personal passion, natural aygression
and a sohd team strategy 1o such perfection
that compentors were left wondering whether
i the youngster s in that space and zone where
he simply mas be unbeatable. Such was s
bnlhance nght from the season opener in Bah-
rain to the chmax in another desert kingdom of
Abu Dhabi, drvers who once slammed lim as
“dangerous” with the potenual to harm others
for lus ultra-ageressive style that often saw him
being involved in erashes, were forced to now
haillhim asa“gemus™.

“This simply was the year where Verstappen
showed that this era could be hus,” former
India Fl driver Karun Chandhok told DHosS.
“Formula One has had several exceptional
divers who were almost untouchable or were
the benchmark in their peak. Avrton Senna
and Alain Prost were the men in the 1980s,
then yvou had Michael Schumacher in the 90x
and early 2000s, Sebasuan Vettel dominated
from 2010, Lewas Hanulton then took over the
mantle and reached places where no drver did.
Now, |Heel, it's the ume of Verstappen. He'sin
unbelievable form, got an insanable hunger to
be known as one of the best the sport has seen
and has a car that's performing hike adream.,
The foree s certunly with Max and Red Bull,
and as a team they simply look unbeatable
unless someone does something extraordinary
over the next couple of months.”

Chandhok, whose knowledge of Formu
12 One 1s second to none and 1s now a very
respected TV pundit of the sport, is certamly
not hyperbolising by saving that this could be
Verstappen's era. The numbers and the records
the Dutchman has obliterated this season cer-
tamnly prove why he s destned for greamess.
Apart from winming a mimd-bogghing 19 out 22

races and fimshing on top of the podium m all
but one race, Verstappen led in 1003 laps out
of the 1325, Inothers wi wrds, hewas ahead of
his compentars for 75 70 percent of the tme,
surpassing the feat of rwo-ume champion Jim
Clark who led 506 of 708 laps atthe rate of
7147 in 1963,

Breakang records s actually nothing new wo

~
N

raof\

From being deemed too dangerous in his early F1 years to

becoming achampionship-winning machine, the Dutchman’s

In a nutshell

Name:
Max Verstappen

- Age: 26
Team: Red Bull

Championships:
=~ 2021,2022 2023

- Career wins: 54
Podiums: 98

Verstappen. In fact. it's as easy as using Magic
Eraser on Google Photos. He's the youngest
driver to score points, the voungest race leader,
YOUungest winner, voungest to record a fastest
lap and the youngest to score a *grand slam’ of
pole, victory and fastest race lap. The problem
though was at the start of his career when he
graduated directly from Formula 310 Formula
One at 2015 Australian Grand Prix. Already
haitled as a generanonal talent, young Verstap-
pen. having heard that statement constantly in
s formanve years, soruggled to bve up to the
expectanons. In trying too hard to prove his
credennals, he got humself entangled in several
nasty on-track bartles and the innate aggres-

s1on 1o not cede ground saw him bemg involved
n several crashes.

-
-

At the 2015 Monaco Grand Prix where
overtaking is next to impossible in the nghr and
rwisty arcuit, Verstappen clipped the back of
Romain Grosjean's car that resulted ina hugh-
speed collision. The generally calm Felipe Mas.
sa called Verstappen's act ‘dangerous’and the
Dutchman was handed a five-place gnd penal-
ty. That was a first of the many transgressions
Verstappen would go on to commit, earning
alot ofwre from the paddock, Next year, after
moving to Red Bull, Verstappen collided with
Kimi Raikkonen in the opening lap of the Bel-
g1an GP, a move that had the lacer fuming. The
normally ice-cool Raikkonen said Verstippen
"was going to cause a huge acadent socner ar
later™ and the hughly respected Formula One
director Charlie Whitng called the Durchman

for a discussion before letnng him offwith a
warming for aggressive drving. Even Red Bull
Team Prnincipal Chrisuan Horner admutted
Verstappen's dnving was "on the edge”

That didn’t deter Verstappen, who conun-
ued to push the limits. 1In 2017 he was involved
in three first-lap collisions and the nextyear,
he was involved in at least one inaident in the
operung six races, He even crashed in the
Monaco GP, making the same mistake he did in
2015, Despite the repeated blunders, Homer
refused to give up on Verstappen. who ended
up earming the nickname Mad Max. Horner
knew if Verstappen could channel his aggres.
sionan a cultured way, he could be unstoppable
He stuck with lim and gave hum the belief
that he could be the one o end Hamulton's

dominance. Today, Verstappen is repaying all
that fm{ll_mnlx'm_-.:i:'uru-nduﬂh‘-l:: from acrash-
prone ultra-ageres<ive driver to a calm and
assured championship-winning machine
“Thedirectswitch from Fi 1o F1L especially
Asdteenager 1s never easy,” reckoned Chan-
dhok “Hamilton and some of the other LY
did F3, then F2before me wang to 1 Sothey
went throughthe system properly. Verstappen
was plucked our from F23 and thrust directly
into the brutal world of 1 That's why there
were so many mistakes carly on. Bur Max, hke
L'i‘l--m‘!p!un\'. dis, has learnt from s nmistakes

Highlights this season

Verstappen claimed a record 10 consecutive
wins, won a record 19 races out 22, inished
on the podium a record 19 times and tallicd a
record 575 points,
At the season finale in Abu Dhabi,
Verstappen became the first driver to
complete a season having led more than
LOOO laps - 1,003 of the 1,325 avail-
able. In simple terms, he led 75.70
percent of the time, surpassing the
G0-year-record ol two-time champi-
on Jim Clark, who led 506 of 708 laps
al the rate of 71,47 in 1963.
He lmshed 290 points ahead of
second-placed team-mate Sergio
Perezin the drivers' championship,
maore points than the Mexican accu
mulated over the 22 races (285).

The evolution in such a short nme is
extraordinary. He now knows he necessanly
doesn't have to qualify on pole towan a race

He knows he can wan it from anvwhere on the
¢, He adso knows he doesn't bave to o full
throttle inthe opening lap. There are plenty of
laps to engineer a win. He just understands the
race dynamics better now. He's calm, totally
assured and got great self belief, Mianu Grand
Prix s an example where he won from minth on
the grd”

With Hamilton set o tum 39 next January
and ather dovers iterally struggling to stay
even in the rear-view mirror of Verstappen.,
Chandhok feels 'l take some doung to stop
him fromwinming a fourth world nitle. 1 met
Max after he had won the champronshap and
| asked tumf he would like 1o jom another
team just to try out new challenges. But Max s
adamant about staving at Red Bull. He wants
to create alegacy for lnngself and the team, He
savs he's hungry for more glory. He has already
tuartied his focus to 20024 7

Theres no doubt Verstappen sall be gunming,
for another era-definimg season next vear.
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